Thermodynamic values of the helix-coil transition of DNA in the presence of quaternary ammonium salt.
The knowledge of the enthalpy and entropy of the helix-coil transition in DNA is necessary for the understanding of the stabilization of its native conformation in solution. Reported here is the transition temperature Tm, the transition enthalpy deltaH, determined with the help of an adiabatic scanning calorimeter, the transition entropy deltaS and the breadth of the helix-coil transition as a function of tetramethyl and tetraethyl ammonium chloride concentration.